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1. Introduction 

When the Microsoft Windows® image is installed on your SanDisk 
uSolidStateDrive (uSSD) device, you can use the device to boot Microsoft 

Windows. 

This application note provides step-by-step guidelines for installing the 

Microsoft Windows image on your SanDisk uSolidStateDrive (uSSD) 
device.   

1.1 Applicable Operating Systems 

This document applies to the following Microsoft Windows versions: 

• Windows Server 2003® 

• Windows XP Professional® 

• Windows XP Home Edition® 

1.2 Prerequisites 

In order to boot Windows using your uSSD device, the following 
prerequisites must be met: 

• Host platform running a Windows operating system with a CDROM 

drive 

• Target platform without HDD 

• USB adapter for uSSD (UDOC-2X5-ADPT-P) 

• uSSD device  

• Microsoft Windows Installation CD  

• uSSD 5000 boot kit (Ntdetect.com; uDOCBoot.in_; uDOCBoot.inf; 

uDOCBoot.sy_; udocset.inf; unattend.txt; uSSDWinPEPatch.exe) 
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2. Installing the Microsoft Windows Image 

The process of installing the Microsoft Windows image on uSSD device 
comprises the following stages: 

• Preparing the uSSD Device (see section  2.1) 

• Installing the Image (see section  2.2) 

• Disabling the Virtual Memory (recommended) (see section  2.3) 

2.1 Preparing the uSSD  

Before you can create the image on the uSSD, you need to create a file 
system and format the partition. 

To prepare the uSSD: 

1. Attach the uSSD chip to the companion USB adapter, and plug it into a 
USB slot on the host computer. 

2. Once uSSD device has been detected, delete the partition/volume (if 

exist) create a new File System and format the partition using the 
Windows XP Disk Management Utility. 

 

3. After formatting the partition, right-click the partition in the Computer 

Management window and select Mark Partition as Active.  

You are now ready to install the Windows image on the uSSD. 
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2.2 Creating the Microsoft Windows Image  

The SanDisk uSSD installation package for Windows automatically 
searches for the Windows installation CD and the uSSD. The installation 

utility subsequently copies and prepares the necessary files on the uSSD. 

To create the image: 

1. Insert an original Windows installation CD into the CDROM drive of the 

Host platform.  

2. Verify that the uSSD device is connected. 

3. Extract the uSSD 5000 boot kit folder to the Host platform. 

4. From the command prompt, run the following command: 

E:I386>winnt32 /syspart:U: /tempdrive:U: /noreboot 

/makelocalsource /unattend:unattend.txt 

where U is the uSSD device and E is the CDROM drive.  

The command creates the Microsoft Windows image on the uSSD. 

 

5. From the command prompt, launch uSSDDWinPEPatch.exe. This 

patch adds boot support for uSSD. 

6. Remove the uSSD device from the Host platform. 

7. Plug the uSSD device into the Target platform and power the platform 

on. The installation process continues on the Target platform.  

2.3 Disabling Virtual Memory in Windows  

It is strongly recommended to disable the virtual memory functionality 

when running Windows from the uSSD as this requires several hundreds 
of MB of memory to work effectively. The consumption of such a large 

amount of uSSD memory can prevent from the operating system from 

booting. 

To disable virtual memory: 

1. Right-click My Computer and select Properties > Advanced > 

Performance Settings > Advanced > Virtual Memory Change. 

2. In the Paging file for selected drive area, select the No Paging File 
option. 

3. Click Set and then click OK. 
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3. Known Issues 

• Hibernation is not supported. 

• Windows Crash Dump File storage is not supported. 

• Windows Page File is not supported. 
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